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Introduction and Procedures 
 

1. My Expectations: What I expect of my students is never kept secret.  This paper 
has followed several different forms over the years, but remains basically the 
same.   

a. It is my opinion that the role of the student is to learn, to take 
responsibility for your own learning.  Those who fail to see their role in 
the learning process can easily blame the system to support a stance of 
helplessness.  If you are dissatisfied with your education, I hope that you 
will look not only at the faults of “the system” but at yourself as well to 
see how much you are willing to make it more vital.  Are you just waiting 
for others to make your learning meaningful?  Think of this quote “If you 
blame others for your failures, will you also credit them with your 
success’s?” Take responsibility for your education and give this class your 
all. 

b. I expect to give my very best to make this class interesting and 
stimulating, and therefore expect nothing less than your best efforts in 
return.  Such effort includes excellent attendance, preparation for class and 
performances, listening to and following directions, class participation and 
completing assigned work on time. 

c. Your notes:_________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 

 
2. Materials needed each day: 

a. Instrument, (mutes, oils, reeds…etc) 
b. Music folder and necessary reference handouts 
c. Assignment for the day, follow daily rehearsal plan on board 
d. Pencil, and staff paper 
e. Your mind and body ready to make music 
f. Your notes: ________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Rights: 

a. Your rights: To learn, as a student it is your right and privilege to learn 
without distraction.  No one has the right to violate another person’s right 
to learn, and such violations will not be tolerated. Please show 
consideration to others. 

b. My rights: To teach, this is my job.  I have worked very hard to be the best 
teacher I can be…and therefore no one has the right to violate my right to 
do my job.  I simply request that my work not be interrupted.  Because one 
person’s behavior affects everyone else, I respectfully request that 
everyone in the class, and not just me, be responsible for classroom 
management. 



4. Grades: 
a. We follow a simple plan here in the music department.  Your grade will be 

determined by performance and participation. 
i. Daily participation points 

ii. Wednesday Assignments and lecture series 
iii. Written and performance quiz’s and test’s 
iv. Performances; this is a performance ensemble/class.  In order to 

fully understand what we are discussing or working on, we must 
perform.  Performances are a mandatory part of this course. 

v. Your final grade is an average of 90% trimester and 10% final 
exam. 

 
Music Rehearsal Procedures: 

1. Be on time, prepared, and ready to work from the beginning to the end of the 
class.  I will dismiss the class. 

2. Please leave cases, purses, bags etc in your band locker or at the edge of the 
classroom.  I move around the room and so do you. 

3. Have all necessary materials for each rehearsal and performance 
4. Sit up Straight and Tall while rehearsing and performing 
5. Hold instrument in correct position always 
6. Maintain visual communication with conductor 
7. Play your part at each rehearsal and performance to the best of your ability 
8. Be sensitive and polite to those around you and for whom you perform. 

  
 
 
Final Thoughts: 
I. Whenever I present any material to you, either in verbal-lecture style or in 
written/musical form, I’m never asking you to agree with it, or even to like it.  All I ask is 
that you think about it; evaluate it; hear it…to listen is a skill that does not require 
discussion.  Merely listen and take in the sound.   
 
II. Self-understanding: The path of truly knowing yourself.  To the best of our 
knowledge we are the only living creatures on the face of this earth that can consciously 
enhance the quality of our lives, or conversely, we can destroy ourselves.  We embody 
this amazing power of our “will” which allows us to shape our destiny. 
 
III. Focus on being a good human being and the rest will take care of itself. 
 
Peace 
Mr. Shaner 841-3734 Joel.Shaner@jpsk12.org  @Shaner_/Jxnbands 
 
Find out more at http://www.jpsk12.org/domain/571 

• Find link on how to sign up for Remind Text Messages/Emails 
• *Updates as needed! 
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